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outcome in the election.’’ I am using 
his words. 

The election is over, yet President 
Trump still refuses to concede and his 
allies continue to look for ways to 
throw out the votes of millions of 
Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, this is crazy. It is un- 
democratic and un-American, and it 
degrades democracy in every corner of 
the world. If this were happening in an-
other country, our government would 
rightfully demand that the results of 
free and fair elections be respected. 

Mr. Speaker, some may criticize my 
remarks today because I objected to 
certifying the electoral college results 
in 2017. So let me be clear. I do not op-
pose using established constitutional 
procedures. I object when those proce-
dures are not used to further the truth 
or to undermine it. 

In 2017, eight U.S. intelligence agen-
cies—eight—said that Russia had en-
gaged in an unprecedented attempt to 
interfere in our elections in favor of 
Donald Trump. I sought the kind of as-
surance about the security of the 2016 
election that has already been provided 
for 2020. It was not forthcoming. 

Mr. Speaker, America’s institutions 
will survive the test of the last few 
weeks. Due to the quiet courage and 
commitment of thousands of volunteer 
election workers, local and State elec-
tion officials—some facing threats and 
intimidation—and the integrity of our 
courts, the clear choice of the people 
will be respected. But I worry that we 
are becoming what we condemn else-
where. 

Democracy is not guaranteed. Each 
of us has to choose democracy every 
day in the way we conduct our politics. 
Either we choose to enforce democratic 
rules of the game or we don’t. Either 
we choose to accept the losses along-
side the wins or we don’t. Either we 
choose to tell the truth or we don’t. 

Mr. Speaker, today I urge my col-
leagues to proceed with caution. If our 
politics belie our values, we will be lost 
at home and ignored abroad. 

I believe we are an exceptional coun-
try. Let’s act like it. 

f 

HOLIDAYS FOR HEROES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to remind us 
all of the great American Red Cross 
program, Holidays for Heroes, an op-
portunity to thank and support our 
military, veterans, and their families 
throughout this holiday season. 

We all look forward to gathering 
with family and friends and loved ones 
this time of year. For our servicemem-
bers, that is a luxury that all too often 
is not able to happen. 

These men and women spend many 
months at a time—at times over a year 
and, in their service, years—away from 
their families. That is difficult no mat-

ter what time of year it is, but it is 
around the holidays their sacrifice is 
magnified. 

I would like to encourage everyone to 
reach out to their local Red Cross 
chapters to find out how to send a card, 
how to volunteer or get involved how-
ever they see fit to spread some holi-
day cheer to our heroes. Even a small 
gesture can brighten the holiday sea-
son for those that are deployed; a re-
minder that they are remembered, that 
they are appreciated every day, espe-
cially during this holiday season. 

So take a moment out of your day 
today to let a soldier know just how 
much you appreciate them. 
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RESTAURANTS NEED A LIFELINE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. TONKO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, millions of 
America’s restaurants are on the edge 
of financial collapse. If we do not get 
them a lifeline now, we will lose these 
pillars of community and economic vi-
tality that have long stood throughout 
our Nation. And we will pay an even 
steeper price as millions more Ameri-
cans lose their jobs and families are 
left stranded with nowhere to turn. 

More than 110,000 of America’s res-
taurants have already closed during 
this very difficult pandemic. Res-
taurateurs have adapted, have re-
invented, have dug deep to hold on this 
long. But more than one-third say they 
won’t survive the next 6 months with-
out Federal help. In my home State of 
New York, that figure is closer to more 
than one-half. 

We can and we must act to save these 
cherished Main Street establishments 
before it is too late. The House already 
passed a bipartisan bill that gets the 
job done. With more than 200 bipar-
tisan cosponsors, H.R. 7197, the RES-
TAURANTS Act, would create a $120 
billion revitalization fund that would 
rescue America’s independent res-
taurants. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues in 
the Senate to join us in this bipartisan 
effort and pass the RESTAURANTS 
Act. Our Main Street businesses have 
always delivered for us. Let us make 
sure that we deliver for them now, 
when they need it so desperately. 
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RECOGNIZING THE EXEMPLARY 
SERVICE OF MAIA HUNT ESTES 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. BROWN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to recognize the exemplary 
service of my now former chief of staff, 
Maia Hunt Estes. 

Maia has been an indispensable ad-
viser and confidante to me for more 
than a decade, including my first days 
in Congress and during my tenure as 
Maryland’s Lieutenant Governor. It is 
fair to say that I wouldn’t be here 
today without her extraordinary coun-
sel. 

I could count on Maia day and night 
to get the job done. Maia brought an 
unmatched level of commitment to 
every issue, every challenge, every sin-
gle fight, every constituent case, no 
matter how big or small. 

Throughout our time together, Maia 
has provided strategic advice and 
clear-eyed leadership on national secu-
rity and defense, transportation and in-
frastructure. 

Maia served as my key liaison to the 
Congressional Black Caucus and Demo-
cratic leadership on core issues to me 
and the people of Maryland. Her deep 
understanding of the issues, candid ad-
vice, insightful opinions, and pas-
sionate drive for serving others has 
helped me deliver for my State, my 
constituents, our servicemembers, and 
our country. 

Maia served as a mentor for my 
team, both in my district office and on 
Capitol Hill. She led my staff to always 
put the needs of our constituents first 
and work hard to enact real change. 

I look forward to seeing the great 
work that Maia will do as she takes on 
new challenges and, no doubt, excels. 

Maia, thank you very much for your 
years of service. You have made a dif-
ference in the lives of many, and I 
know you will continue to do so in the 
years ahead. 

f 

b 1015 

SUPPORTING THE JOHN LEWIS 
TOD LOOP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. HALL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to draw the Chamber’s attention to 
legislation I introduced yesterday. I 
was honored to introduce legislation 
which would initiate the process to 
bring innovative mass transit options 
to the south side. 

It was an important first step to 
bringing the economic power of tran-
sit-oriented development to often ne-
glected areas within the metro Atlanta 
region without displacement of long-
time residents, the John Lewis TOD 
Loop. The report will be required to be 
produced to the Congress within 1 year. 

In addition to the study, this legisla-
tion launches the first transformative 
transit project. This project will spark 
improvement and bring economic jus-
tice to established neighborhoods and 
businesses in the areas where Rep-
resentative John Lewis lived for dec-
ades. 

Innovative mass transit options in 
the corridor will link Oakland City and 
Fort McPherson to Greenbriar Mall 
and a future senior citizen-focused 
transit and mixed-use center named in 
honor of Representative John Lewis. 

Such forward progress will improve 
the lives of residents while reducing 
our CO2 emissions, helping to heal a 
warming planet. 

This project is yet another step to-
ward revitalizing parts of Atlanta yet 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:34 Dec 19, 2020 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K18DE7.002 H18DEPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
B

P
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-12-19T10:19:49-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




